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Materials contained in these Guidelines are intended for local government purposes. They are published
facts designed to teach Municipal Employees and Applicants to the Historic District Commission about the
scholarly research supporting the identification, restoration, preservation, treatment, construction,
reconstruction, and general characteristics of historic exterior architectural features located in
Provincetown. These Guidelines include small summaries from multiple published sources, including
other municipal government publications, to convey the factual information required to achieve the
purposes of the Guidelines. This publication is not intended for reprinting, distribution, or sale and is only
intended for local municipal government use. Publication in a Government document does not authorize
any use or appropriation of such copyright material without consent of the owner.
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

Over the last six thousand years, a pattern of
rising sea levels and coastal wave action have
reworked and transported sand, depositing it in
a dune at the tip of Cape Cod. The “Provincetown
Spit” curves around 180 degrees, like a curled
hand, forming a protected, deep natural
harbor in the palm. The harbor and
proximity to valuable fishing grounds made
Provincetown an ideal settlement site for
European colonizers. The community’s
settlement pattern was shaped by its early
maritime economy and naturally expanded
along the bayside to maximize access to the
harbor. When Plymouth Colony merged
with the Province of Massachusetts Bay in
1692, the Province retained title to all land
in Town and was called the Province Lands.
This was made permanent by the
Massachusetts General Court in 1893,
taking 73% of the town's land area for the
Commonwealth. This “back country” extends
out to the Atlantic Ocean and contains the
walking dunes, pine forests, and ponds that
would remain unsettled.
Provincetown’s unique settlement history
continued to be influenced by the natural
environment and maritime economy. This
included moving two settlements located at
Wood End and Long Point when the fishing
grounds were exhausted in the first half of the
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19th century. These communities included salt
works, fish/whale oil processing, a store, school,
and bakery. Over 50 buildings were floated
across the harbor and are scattered throughout
Provincetown. Other settlements have come
and gone during the 19th century, including
dozens of fishermen’s houses in a small

community on Race Point and the infamous
Helltown, home to 125 sailors and over 33
buildings at its peak in 1880. With over 40% of
the buildings in Provincetown dating to 1900 or
older, the existing built environment at its core
contains the historic Portuguese fishing village
that thrived during the late 19th century.

PROVINCETOWN’S DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER

Provincetown’s history is formed by its people,
places, neighborhoods, buildings, landscapes,
and legacies. These cultural and historic
resources contribute to the town’s
character. At three miles long and two
streets wide, Provincetown has a compact
development pattern necessitated by its
lack of land and rapid growth in the last half
of the 19th century when the community’s
maritime economy was burgeoning.
Provincetown grew over 40% between
1860 to 1890 with a population of over
4,600. Many of the town’s prominent
buildings were constructed during this time
period, including: Town Hall, Lancy Mansion,
Page 5 of 16

Masonic Lodge, Freeman Building, Odd Fellows
Hall, and the Public Library (Central Methodist
Church).

Individual buildings have their own character
based on what they look like and their overall
architectural style. Building characteristics
include many architectural elements, such as a
building’s
form,
orientation,
height,
ornamentation, windows, porches, and
materials. Other exterior architectural features,
such as outbuildings, walls, and fences are also
important character-defining features in
Provincetown’s neighborhoods. Building styles
range from affluent captains houses to simple
Cape Cod cottages. Buildings, additions, and
ells moved around Provincetown as houses
expanded and contracted to accommodate
different living spaces. Provincetown’s
families updated their homes and businesses
as new technologies, and architectural styles
were popularized. Examples of popular styles
include: Georgian, Jeffersonian Classicism,
Greek Revival, Gingerbread, Italianate, Gothic
Revival, Octagon, Second Empire, Queen
Anne, Romanesque, Shingle, and Bungalow.
Provincetown’s built environment reads like
an architectural encyclopedia of Cape Cod’s
past.
Historic District Guidelines

PURPOSE OF THE DESIGN GUIDELINES

In general, when property owners perform work
on their historic buildings, the more of the
original structure they can retain, the more
valuable the building and its neighborhood will
remain. Additions to existing buildings generally
are more in keeping with the structure if they
respect the proportions, materials and detailing
of the original. However, nothing in these
Guidelines prevents the applicant from
proposing renovations that are in contrast to the
original or succeeding styles of an original
structure, or from constructing a new structure
within the district that is of a different style than
the surrounding structures and character of its
neighborhood, so long as the design standards
set forth in the Bylaw are met.
Good design, regardless of style and detailing,
and the successful integration of height and
proportion, relationship of structures and
spaces, shape, scale, fenestration, directional
expression, adornment, and the integration of
accessory structures, are the overriding goals of
the promulgation of these Guidelines. However,
whether the proposed design exactly matches
the styles of the original building, or contrasts
with the original style, the HDC will base its
decisions on the project’s overall aesthetic value,
the creation of a harmonious, pleasing, wellintegrated design, the preservation or
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and opportunities that may
differ depending upon their
context. The information and
guidelines included here will
help property owners and
designers appreciate and
respond appropriately to
varying situations and issues.

renovation of key architectural features of any
existing construction, the relationship to
adjacent structures, and the integration into and
enhancement of the overall neighborhood and
streetscape.
The Guidelines outline the character defining
qualities and features of buildings within the
historic district and provide guidelines for
accommodating small changes while preserving
and enhancing those defining qualities and
features. They emphasize best practices of
historic preservation and specifically address
issues associated with preservation and
stewardship within the Historic District.

The chapters and sections of
the Design Guidelines can
serve as a checklist outlining
items
that
should
be
considered when contemplating change within a
neighborhood’s historic context. The guidelines
provide a strong philosophical foundation that is
nonetheless flexible and adaptable to varying
circumstances.
Additionally, guidelines can sometimes inspire
creative and sensitive solutions that were not
envisioned when a project was first proposed.
The best outcomes are those that meet the
needs of the buildings occupants while
preserving the elements that define historic
building character.

Maintenance and the appropriate treatment of
authentic historic fabric is a key aspect of
stewardship. Recognizing that change will
continue to occur, the Guidelines provide
guidance for adaptations to historic residences
when necessary and for additions and new
construction.
The Guidelines are a resource to inform decision
making about change over time. Rather than
providing an answer for every situation, the
guidelines outline concepts and principles
important to the character of historic buildings
and suggest how they may be applied. Every
situation presents a combination of challenges
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CHAPTER 3 DESIGN PRINCIPLES
FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ACCOMMODATING CHANGE WITHIN A
HISTORIC CONTEXT

The
following
general
principles
are
incorporated throughout these design guidelines
in describing the preferred treatment of historic
buildings in Provincetown. They outline how
needed change may be accommodated in the
Town’s historic neighborhoods and should be
considered in the planning and design of new
projects.
These principles are based upon the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards, which are discussed
further later in this chapter.
• Continue to use a property as it was
designed to be used, or find a new use
that minimizes necessary changes to
character defining features.
• Identify and retain distinguishing
building and landscape features,
qualities, and characteristics.
• Maintain, protect, and repair authentic
character defining features, materials,
and finishes. If features are deteriorated
beyond repair, replace them in‐kind.
Retain authentic historic building fabric
to the maximum extent possible.
• If a feature is missing or must be
removed and it is desired that it be
replaced, use accurate documentation
to guide the replacement work.
• Respect the evolution of historic
changes, fashion, taste, and use – do not
try to “improve” the design of authentic
building features.
• Avoid installation of conjectural
“historic” features.
• Do not use maintenance methods or
materials that damage significant
building and landscape fabric.
Historic District Guidelines

Needed change can usually be accommodated in
a sensitive manner that helps strengthen historic
character. Where new construction is required:
• Design
new
construction
using
appropriate contemporary materials
and techniques that respect existing
historical features. Additions and
alterations to historic buildings and
landscapes should be compatible with
the character of the existing resource or
where the Commission determines, may
speak of their own time.
• Follow an established design process
that identifies character defining
features, explores a range of possible
design alternatives, and selects a
workable alternative that maximizes the
preservation of historic building fabric.
• Accommodate the program or use
driving needed changes to the maximum
extent possible without significantly
altering or destroying the character of
existing resources.
• Respect the surrounding buildings and
neighborhood context.
• Maintain a high quality of design and
craftsmanship.
• Existing buildings often have multiple
layers of history and change that are of
significance, should be preserved, and
can inspire creative and compatible
design solutions for new construction.
• New construction should not destroy
character defining building or landscape
features or materials.
• Understand that future changes may
continue to occur and make allowances
for small changes that are not
significantly visible from public ways or
the waterfront.
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SIGNIFICANCE, INTEGRITY, AND
AUTHENTICITY

The concepts of significance, integrity, and
authenticity are central to the design principles
for historic preservation and are referenced
throughout these guidelines. The background
and meaning regarding these concepts are
discussed below and should be helpful in
providing context for specific recommendations
in the design guidelines.
Historic Significance – In historic preservation,
historic districts, buildings, and other resources
are evaluated for historic significance according
to established professional criteria developed in
association with listing in the National Register
of Historic Places. Those criteria state that:
The quality of significance in American history,
architecture, archeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects that possess integrity of
location,
design,
setting,
materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association, and:
A. That are associated with events that
have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history, or
B. That are associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past; or
C. That
embody
the
distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that
possess high artistic values, or that
represent
a
significant
and
distinguishable
entity
whose
components may lack individual
distinction; or
D. That have yielded or may be likely to
yield, information important in
prehistory or history.
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Provincetown’s Historic District possess historic
resources significant to all four categories listed
above.
Provincetown’s history is representative of
patterns in Massachusetts maritime history and
the nation, particularly with respect to European
colonization, whaling, fishing, immigration, and
the development of tourism. Historically
significant persons have lived in Provincetown
and left their mark on the Town’s physical
presence in a variety of ways. Provincetown has
a unique local history as the oldest continuous
artist colony in the United States and as a
LGBTQ+ resort town.
Provincetown’s historical development has
resulted in the construction of buildings that
embody the distinctive characteristics of type,
period, and method of construction for the
region, particularly with respect to the unique
blending of residential and commercial
buildings.
Integrity — Integrity is the authenticity of a
property’s historic identity, evidenced by the
survival of physical characteristics that existed
during the property’s period of significance. The
seven qualities of integrity, as defined by the
National Register program, are location, setting,
feeling, association, design, workmanship, and
materials.
Integrity measures the degree to which the
historically significant materials, features, and
characteristics of a resource still exist. Integrity is
frequently assessed by how much of a resource’s
historic fabric is intact. Historic building fabric
includes features (such as porches, windows,
stairways, and trim), and materials (such as
wood, brick, and plaster). Authentic woodwork,
brickwork, entrances and windows and other
historic fabric that survives help make the
historical significance of a resource visible.
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When a resource retains a great deal of
authentic historic fabric, the integrity of the
resource is generally considered to be “high.”
When there is little historic fabric remaining,
integrity is generally considered to be “low.”
Preservation efforts frequently focus on
preserving the integrity of a resource by
preserving historic fabric. Retaining the integrity
of a resource is of paramount importance in
preservation.
Historic significance accrues to a building or
resource over time, and changes that have
occurred to a resource can be historically
significant.
Many historic buildings, for example,
incorporate a mixture of stylistic elements that
have been added to an original structure over
many years. These additions and alterations are
a part of the evolution of the building. They
contribute to its story and significance and
therefore also contribute to its integrity.
For instance, an 1890s Victorian porch may have
been added to an 1850s Greek Revival home.
Today, that porch would be over one hundred
and twenty years old. The porch is part of the
richness
of
the
building’s
historical
development, and it is a record of the changing
ownership, values, perceptions, and events even
though it is not part of the “original” home.
Removing such a feature would destroy that
architectural record and would probably
diminish the overall integrity of the resource.
Authenticity – The term authenticity in historic
preservation is defined as:
1) the character of an historic property
representing a substantial proportion of
original fabric and materials, and
2) the interpretation of an historic property
based on the understanding of its history
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and the characteristics of the culture or
cultures that created it.
Authenticity related to original historic fabric is a
physical manifestation – the preservation of
authentic historic fabric is central to the
treatment recommendations included in these
design guidelines.
Authenticity related to the interpretation of a
historic property is associated with the meaning
and historic significance attributed to the
property.
Integrity vs. Condition – While the integrity of a
historic resource reflects the presence of
authentic materials and features, the condition
of the resource concerns its appearance and
structural soundness.
A building with a sagging roof, peeling paint, and
broken windows may be in poor condition but
may at the same time have a high degree of
integrity. The foundation may need to be rebuilt,
the walls may need to be repainted, and window
panes may need to be replaced. Doing so may
improve the building’s condition, but if these
steps are taken without regard for retaining
authentic historic fabric, the building’s integrity
may be diminished.
Maintaining a building in good condition may
seem at odds with maintaining its integrity, but
decisions about condition or integrity can be
balanced if appropriate measures are taken.
Appropriate
maintenance
procedures
performed throughout the history of a building
will maintain its condition and preserve its
integrity. Inappropriate maintenance or lack of
maintenance frequently leads to a loss of historic
fabric and integrity.
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In appropriately maintaining a building or other
resource, it is usually preferable to retain
authentic historic fabric even if that fabric is not
in the best condition, provided that there is no
threat of further deterioration to the structure.
When authentic historic fabric cannot be
retained, it should be replaced in-kind (with
identical materials and construction).

PRESERVATION PRINCIPLES AND
TREATMENTS

The recommendations of these design guidelines
are informed and guided by principles of historic
preservation that have been developed and
honed by practitioners in the field over the years.
Preservation is a practical discipline that can
accommodate growth and change while
continuing to preserve the characteristics that
make a place special. As emphasized above, the
principles that have been developed in the field
of historic preservation in general recognize the
importance of preserving authentic historic
fabric to the maximum extent possible.
Building uses come and go, but once lost, original
historic fabric can never be recovered. The
maintenance and preservation of original
historic fabric, features, materials, and design
elements, therefore, is central to a sound
preservation approach.
The principles of historic preservation are
embodied in the topic of Preservation
Treatments and in The Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties, both of which are discussed below.

PRESERVATION TREATMENTS

The historic preservation field uses a variety of
terms to describe the treatments that may be
applied to historic buildings and landscapes.
Although sometimes these terms are used
loosely in discussion, they have specific
meanings that are important to distinguish. The
Historic District Guidelines

four key preservation treatments include:
Preservation, Rehabilitation, Restoration, and
Reconstruction.
Preservation is defined as the process of
applying measures necessary to sustain the
existing form, integrity, and materials of an
historic property. Work, including preliminary
measures to protect and stabilize features,
generally focuses on the ongoing maintenance
and repair of historic materials and features.
Removals, extensive replacement, alterations,
and new additions are not appropriate.
Preservation stresses protection, repair, and
maintenance and is a baseline approach for all
historic resources. As the selected treatment for
a historic property, preservation implies minimal
or no change. It is therefore strictly applied only
to buildings and resources of extraordinary
significance that should not be altered.
In Provincetown, highly significant early
buildings such as nineteenth century churches
and municipal buildings are appropriate for
preservation treatment.
Rehabilitation is defined as the process of
creating a compatible use in a historic property
through carefully planned minimal alterations
and compatible additions. Often referred to as
adaptive reuse, rehabilitation protects and
preserves the historic features, materials,
elements, and spatial relationships that convey
historical, cultural, and architectural values.
Rehabilitation acknowledges the need to alter or
add to a property to meet continuing or new
uses while retaining historic character. New,
expanded, or upgraded facilities should be
designed to avoid impacts to historic elements.
They should also be constructed of compatible
materials and be minimally visible from public
vantages. Retention of original historic fabric
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should be a primary consideration in
undertaking a program of rehabilitation and
adaptive reuse.
Rehabilitation is perhaps the most important
and widely used treatment in the field of historic
preservation, particularly in communities that
are experiencing change and adapting to new
uses. This includes the kinds of residential
changes that are driving new projects impacting
historic homes and neighborhoods in
Provincetown. Rehabilitation is an appropriate
treatment for most historic residential and
commercial buildings throughout the Town.
Restoration refers to returning a resource to its
appearance at a specific previous period of its
history. Restoration is the process of accurately
depicting the form, features, and character of a
property as it appeared at a particular time by
means of removal of features from other periods
in its history and the reconstruction of missing
features from the restoration period.
In restoring a property to its appearance in a
previous era, historic plans, documents, and
photographs should be used to guide the work.
Limited and sensitive upgrading of mechanical,
electrical, and plumbing systems, as well as
code-related work to make a property
functional, are all appropriate within a
restoration project.
Restoration is undertaken for buildings of
significance where returning it to its appearance
during a particular era is of importance, perhaps
for educational or interpretive purposes,
perhaps because of the building’s quality, or
perhaps because of its contribution to well
preserved neighboring structures. Restoration is
seldom undertaken in active residential
neighborhoods.
Reconstruction is defined as the process of
accurately depicting the form, features, and
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character of a non-surviving historic property
using new construction for the purpose of
replicating its appearance at a specific period of
time and in its original location.
A reconstruction is a new resource made to
replace an historic resource that has been lost.
This may include reconstructing an outbuilding,
addition, portion of a building, or a whole
building lost due to fire or demolition.
Of these four terms:
• Preservation requires retention of the
greatest amount of historic fabric,
features, and materials.
• Rehabilitation acknowledges the need
to alter or add to a property to meet
continuing or new uses while retaining
historic character.
• Restoration allows for an accurate
depiction of the property’s appearance
at a particular time in its history.
• Reconstruction establishes a framework
for recreating vanished historic
elements with new materials.
Preservation and Rehabilitation are the most
applicable treatments for most historic
buildings, fences, walls and other architectural
features in Provincetown. The HDC may decide,
based on the specific circumstances of a
property’s particular history, significance, or
ability to contribute to the Historic District, that
Restoration or Reconstruction is more desirable
and appropriate.

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS

The
philosophy
that
guides
the
recommendations in these design guidelines is
based on a set of guidelines entitled The
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties, commonly
called the “Secretary of the Interior’s Standards”
or simply the “Standards.”
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards were
created by historic preservation professionals to
provide guidance in the appropriate treatment
of historic resources. The Standards were first
established by the federal government in 1966
to provide guidelines for the appropriate
treatment of buildings and resources impacted
by federal projects. Because of their usefulness,
they have been adopted throughout the field of
historic preservation.
All preservation activities, whether they are
publicly or privately funded, can be informed
and enhanced by understanding the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards. Because the Standards
outline a sensitive approach for assessing
changes to historic properties, they are often
included in design guidelines and ordinances
that govern activities affecting local historic
districts. They provide the basis for the review of
proposed projects in Provincetown’s historic
districts as outlined in Chapter 4 and throughout
these Guidelines.
The Standards articulate basic principles that are
fundamental to historic preservation. Although
they have been modified over the years to
accommodate changing views of historical
significance and treatment options, their basic
message has remained the same.
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation are particularly useful when
considering the appropriate maintenance of
historic buildings; the alteration of older
buildings as necessary for reuse, safety, and
accessibility; and the construction of new
buildings in an historic context.
The ten standards that comprise the Standards
for Rehabilitation are quoted below followed by
a brief discussion of the implications of each.
Additional discussion of the Standards for
Rehabilitation may also be found online.
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STANDARD 1 – A property will be used as it was
historically or be given a new use that requires
minimal change to its distinctive materials,
features, spaces, and spatial relationships.
Standard 1 recommends compatible use in the
context of adaptive reuse and changes to historic
buildings and landscapes. This standard
encourages property owners to find uses that
retain and enhance historic character, not
detract from it. The work involved in reuse
projects should be carefully planned to minimize
impacts on historic features, materials, and
spaces. The destruction of character defining
features should be avoided.
STANDARD 2 –The historic character of a
property will be retained and preserved. The
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of
features, spaces, and spatial relationships that
characterize a property will be avoided.
Standard 2 recommends the retention and
preservation of character defining features. It
emphasizes the importance of preserving
integrity and as much existing historic fabric as
possible. Alterations that repair or modify
existing historic fabric are preferable to those
that require total removal.
STANDARD 3 – Each property will be recognized
as a physical record of its time, place, and use.
Changes that create a false sense of historical
development, such as adding conjectural
features or elements from other historic
properties, will not be undertaken.
Standard 3 focuses on authenticity and
discourages the conjectural restoration of an
entire property, feature, or design. It also
discourages combining and/or grafting historic
features and elements from different properties
and constructing new buildings that appear to be
historic. Literal restoration to an historic
appearance should only be undertaken when
detailed documentation is available and when
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the significance of the resource warrants
restoration. Reconstruction of lost features
should not be attempted without adequate
documentation.
STANDARD 4 – Changes to a property that have
acquired historic significance in their own right
will be retained and preserved.
Standard 4 recognizes that buildings change, and
that many of these changes contribute to a
building’s historic significance. Understanding a
building’s history and development is just as
important as understanding its original design,
appearance, and function. This point should be
kept in mind when considering treatments for
buildings that have undergone many changes.
Most historic buildings contain a visual record of
their own evolution. This evolution can be
identified, and changes that are significant to the
history of the building should be retained. The
opportunity to compare multiple periods of time
in the same building lends interest to the
structure and helps communicate changes that
have occurred within the larger landscape and
community context.
STANDARD 5 – Distinctive materials, features,
finishes, and construction techniques or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a
property will be preserved.
Standard 5 recommends preserving the
distinctive historic components of a building or
landscape that represent its historic character.
Workmanship,
materials,
methods
of
construction, floor plans, and both ornate and
typical details should be identified prior to
undertaking work.

STANDARD 6 – Deteriorated historic features
will be repaired rather than replaced. Where
the severity of deterioration requires
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
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feature will match the old in design, texture,
finish, and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical
evidence.
Standard 6 encourages property owners to
repair historic character defining features
instead of replacing them when historic features
are deteriorated or even missing. In cases where
deterioration makes replacement necessary,
new features should closely match historic
conditions in all respects. Before any features
are altered or removed, property owners are
urged to document existing conditions with
photography and notes. These records assist
future choices that are appropriate to the
property’s historic character.
STANDARD 7 – Chemical or physical treatments,
if appropriate, will be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause
damage to historic materials will not be used.
Standard 7 warns against using chemical and
physical treatments that can permanently
damage historic features. Many commercially
available treatments are irreversibly damaging.
Sandblasting and harsh chemical cleaning, in
particular, are extremely harmful to wood and
masonry surfaces because they destroy the
material’s basic physical properties and speed
deterioration.
STANDARD 8 – Archeological resources will be
protected and preserved in place. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation
measures will be undertaken.
Standard 8 addresses the importance of below
ground prehistoric and historic features. This
issue is of most importance when a construction
project involves excavation. An assessment of a
site’s archeological potential prior to work is
recommended. If archeological resources are
present, some type of mitigation should be
considered. Solutions should be developed that
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minimize the need for excavation of previously
unexcavated sites.
STANDARD 9 – New additions, exterior
alterations, or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property.
The new work shall be compatible with the
historic materials, features, size, scale and
proportion, and massing to protect the integrity
of the property and its environment.
STANDARD 10 – New additions and adjacent or
related new construction will be undertaken in
such a manner that, if removed in the future,
the essential form and integrity of the historic
property and its environment would be
unimpaired.
Standards 9 and 10 are linked by issues of the
compatibility and reversibility of additions,
alterations, and new construction. Both
standards are intended to 1) minimize the
damage to historic fabric caused by building
additions, and 2) ensure that new work will be
compatible with existing historic conditions.
Following these standards will help to protect a
building’s historic integrity.

historic buildings. The Massachusetts Historical
Commission (the Commonwealth’s officially
designated state historic preservation office)
and Preservation Massachusetts (a state-wide
non-profit organization) provide information,
conduct training workshops, are generally
available for technical assistance, and can be
accessed online.
Many preservation architects and planners in
Massachusetts are experienced in work with
historic buildings and historic communities.
Experienced consultants should be retained in
the design of most construction projects and
should oversee the work of contractors. Another
important source of information is the National
Park Service (NPS) website, www.nps.gov and
the website of its Cultural Resources Division,
www.cr.nps.gov.

In conclusion, the basis for the Standards is the
premise that historic resources are more than
objects of aesthetic merit; they are repositories
of historical information. It is important to
reiterate that the Standards provide a
framework for evaluating preservation activities
and emphasize preservation of historic fabric,
honesty of historical expression, and
reversibility. All decisions should be made on a
case-by-case basis. The level of craftsmanship,
detailing, and quality of materials should be
appropriate to the significance of the resource.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

More information is available about historic
preservation and the appropriate treatment of

Historic District Guidelines
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