Nov 6, 2018
Regular Monthly Provincetown Shellfish Committee Meeting
Called to Order: 5:00Members present: Alex Brown, Bob Hazard , Dave Flattery, and Lore
Santos (Chair).
Also Present: Steve Wisbauer (shellfish Constable) and Ryan PoemDois
Approve Minutes of Oct 2:
Motion by A. Brown, seconded by L. Santos to approve. Vote 4‐0 approve.

Public Comments:


R. PoemDios expressed interest in obtaining a shellfish aquaculture grant. The
application process time was discussed and the availability of an aquaculture training
course as a good start, was suggested. Ryan indicated interest in taking course.

Old Business:







Signage Town Landing: L. Santos will send E‐mail to Harbor Committee expressing
concern to curb commercial vessel large wakes.
Shellfish Constable Report:
o Recreational harvesting of bay scallops aquaculture and dog issues (unleased and
cleanup) on grant and recreational shell fishing areas was discussed.
o Constables Nov 6 update is attached to end of the minutes.
John Baldwin Memorial Nursery: A letter has been delivered to the BOS; hopefully,
this will be addressed on their next meeting.
Changing the application dates for shellfish grants: Delayed till next meeting.
Large Vessels entering and leaving harbor and their wakes: L. Santos commented that
the squeaky wheel principle works; as based on her letter of concern she was invited on
board one of the ferry vessels and taken on a new harbor entry and exit course
designed to minimize wake effects in areas of stated concern.

New Business:


None.

Next meeting Dec 11, 2018

Motion to Adjourn: by A. Brown, Second by D. Flattery to adjourn at 6:00. Vote 4‐0 approve
B. Hazard, Secretary

Shellfish Constable November 6, 2018 update:

2018‐19 Recreational Shellfishing Season is Open:
 The preseason bonus day on Sunday October 7, 2018 held at the East End had 42 people attend
and the natural quahog stock continues to hold up.
 On Sunday November 4, 2018 East of the Breakwater had great weather and tides.
Approximately 150 people attended. One third of the landings were made up of oysters. Moving
forward, this will relive considerable harvest pressure from the quahog stock.
 Bay scallops are abundant! The proposed days and location of their taking is Friday and Sunday
through Sunday, March 31, 2019 in the shellfish area, labeled on maps as CCB4.2 West End –
Area in Provincetown Harbor from Captain Jack's Wharf to Provincetown Inn. The area will be
open to the public for the harvest of bay scallops only and the recreational limit shall be two
pecks per week.

CONCOM: Notice of intent to set final borders for the aquaculture area in the cove


No final borders to the proposed NOI expansion have been agreed upon with NHESP: Natural
Heritage & Endangered Species Program regarding Roseate and Common Turn staging areas.
They are requiring a study to be made before any significant expansion can be made toward the
south or west of the existing permitted area. A smaller expansion for the interim is being
discussed. It is important for the future of the Town’s aquaculture industry that borders are not
finalized until the maximum area can be described and a “no take” determination be granted
from NHESP.

2018 Accomplishments/2020 Objectives:
The shellfish Department is working on a budjet for 2020. Included in the narative is a statement of 2018
Accomplishments and 2020 Objectives.

Objectives for 2020 include:







Attempt to hatch oyster seed using the nursery facility at Bennett Pier
Initiate a study of Roseate and Common Turn staging areas necessary to maximize the final
geographic boundaries for the long term growth of aquaculture in Provincetown
Assist new aquaculturists through the grant permitting process on Town, State and Federal
levels
Plan for a larger communal aquaculture work barge
Permit and clear an additional 100 bushels of oysters from bathing beaches to improve public
safety and create oyster beds in recreational shellfishing areas
Assess postseason quantities of shellfish in recreational areas and replenish beyond preseason
levels

Major Accomplishments for 2018:






Increased the quantity of adult sized relay quahog from 1 to 2 truckloads (80 to 200 bushels)
Expanded to capacity the facility at Bennett Pier by installing 4 additional nursery boxes for a
total of 6
Coordinated efforts with the MA Division of Marine Fisheries to permit the relocation and
quarantine of contaminated adult oysters from bathing beaches to shellfishing areas (100
bushels tested and now available for recreational harvest)
Assisted with permitting on Town, State and Federal levels for 9 new acres of aquaculture
Encouraged participation by aquaculture permit holders so all active growers are familiar with
the operation of the communal culling barge and/or shellfish nursery

Animal Welfare Committee:
The Shellfish Department met with the Animal Welfare Committee at their meeting on Thursday
October 18, 2018 regarding dog feces and aquaculture/shellfish beds.


The Animal Welfare Committee was made aware of increased aquaculture activity at the West
End of the Harbor and plans to increase supply stations for baggies as well as work with the
harbor committee of improved signage



The Animal Welfare Committee encourages the reporting of any observed violations to Ruth
Ann Cowing, Animal Control Officer at the Police Department at 508‐487‐1212 or by e‐mail at
racowing@provincetown‐ma.gov

