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PART VII 

 
ARTICLE 12 - Regulations Regarding Studios and Workshops  

Preamble  

The Town of Provincetown is challenged by both a limited water supply and difficult conditions 

for the disposal of wastewater.  Bearing directly on these challenges is the intensity of use of 

structures in the Town.  While there are local allowances for the construction of accessory use 

working studios and workshops for principle use by property owners, 310 CMR 15.000 (Title 5) 

fails to provide septic system flow design criteria to address potential increases in overall 

wastewater flow due to their presence. Accordingly, the Provincetown Board of Health 

recognizes the potential for structures having accessory studios, workshops or other similar 

accessory-use rooms and buildings to increase the overall flow of wastewater from a property 

and promulgates this regulation.  

System Sewage Flow Design Criteria For Accessory Use Structures Only  
Effective March 7, 2002, all studios, workshops and other similar deed restricted and recorded 
accessory-use structures or rooms with a toilet and/or sink proposed for existing residential or 
mixed-use buildings shall not be considered to have any increase in flow associated with it.  For 
all new and proposed  accessory use additions involving studios, workshops or other accessory-
use structures or rooms where a bathtub or shower is being proposed the flow will be calculated 
at 110 gallons per day.  
 

Accessory-Use Structures or Rooms Must Be Referenced in a Deed Restriction and recorded at 

the Barnstable County Registry of Deeds.  Proof of recording, in the form of a copy of the Deed 

Restriction with the Registry stamp in the upper right hand corner of the document, must be 

provided to the Health Department staff. 

No approval for the construction of a new onsite septic system to accommodate a structure 

having an accessory-use building or room shall be approved until evidence is presented that a 

deed restriction has been filed with the Barnstable County Registry of Deeds clearly indicating 

that the accessory-use room or building shall not be used for sleeping purposes nor may 

sleeping paraphernalia be stored or otherwise evident in the structure or room and proof of 

recording provided to Health Department staff. 
 


