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Section 1. Cesspools 

(A) All cesspools, whether single or multiple, will be considered failed for purposes of the Septic 

System Inspection Report, required at the time of transfer of property, thereby negating the 

need for a septic system inspection; and must be upgraded to conform to the maximum feasible 

compliance with 310 CMR Title 5 and Provincetown Board of Health Regulations or, if required 

and/or qualify, enter into an Administrative Consent Order (ACO) with the Town. 

(B) All leaching facilities that do not maintain a four foot separation between the bottom of the 

leach area and estimated high groundwater (elevation 3.8) will be considered failed unless 

documentation can be provided verifying that a variance was granted by the Provincetown 

Board of Health or the Department of Environmental Protection for the bottom of the leaching 

area to be located less than four feet to estimated high groundwater.  

 
Section 2. Depth to Estimated High Groundwater 
A cesspool shall be defined as follows:  A pit with open-jointed linings or holes in the bottom 
and/or sidewalls into which sewage is discharged, the liquid portion of the sewage being 
disposed of by seeping or leaching into the surrounding soils or the effluent being retained in the 
pit.  This includes any pit of block or brick construction or any pre-cast leach pit with no stone 
surrounding it.  Any leaching facility that meets this definition, regardless of whether a septic 
tank is present is considered a cesspool and hence considered failed. 
 


