Town of Provincetown
Recreation Commission Meeting
REMOTE PARTICIPATION MEETING

Minutes of Wednesday, September 15 th, 2021
Members Present, Robert Enos,Cathy Nagorski; and Kristin Hatch
Members Absent: Heather Rogers, David Oliver, Michael Miller and Brandon Quesnell.
Also in attendance: Brandon Motta, Recreation Director;
Call to order: Cathy calls meeting to order at 5:34 pm
Public comment: Members of the public will be allowed to speak in the order they have called in. All
public comments will be limited to 3 minutes, and this is the only section that the public will be allowed to
comment on.
In addition to the statements below, a series of letters have been attached to these minutes.
John Geroge- Expresses the noise that is taking place on the Nickerson Street courts. Please see
attached letter.
Kevin O’Connor- as a player of pickle-ball he understands the neighbors concerns.
Kent Hook- Reading a statement from Judy Gold. 25 Tremont Street. See attached.
Ron Collins- Four of us here who love pickle-ball and are very happy to see the work that went into the
courts this summer. We empathize with the neighbors and are open to restrictions and limitations at the
court. Support additional capacity or space at Motta Field.
Roger-25 Tremont- Members of the community volunteer at theSoup Kitchen. Moved into their place
knowing they live next to a playground and basketball court. However, the noise has become too much.
Lourdes Rodriguez- Live nearby Judy and Roger. See attached statement.
Judy asks if she would like the Recreation commission to hear the recording of the noise taken from the
courts.
Cathy says yes.
Allen D.- Avid pickleball player. Appreciates the joint issues with neighbors around. Fully supports
expansion to Motta Field and to minimize the noise level. Still thinks the courts should stay at Nickerson.
Beth- Pickleball player and the basketball court has been there since before most of the neighbors.
Believes we need recreation in Provincetown. Live on Conwell Street and noise is an issue there and
believe noise is just a part of living in Provincetown.

Liz- Hope there is someway we can all meet in the middle. People get a little quieter but still be able to
utilize the court. Do not believe it will be loud all the time; it was just a new facility that is being utilized.
Willing to work with others to work it out.
Board Member statements: Board members will be taken by alphabetical order by last name followed
by the chair being last:
Robert Enos II- Happy Labor Day! Thanks everyone for coming out and participating in their concerns for
the pickle ball court. We hear what you are all saying and there is a lot to consider and it will all be taken
into consideration.
Kristin Hatch- Appreciates the Labor day greeting. Caught off guard by the pickleball issue but
something we can work on. Learning that pickleball is very popular also helped us realize what Motta
Field may need. Believes traffic will reduce in the upcoming weeks. Mentions Lourdes' statement about
how she learned to play pickleball there so it's also a success. Good to monitor but not shut it down.
Michael Miller- Not Present
David Oliver- Not Present
Heather Rogers- Not Present
Brandon Quesnell-Not Present
Cathy Nagorski- Echo what Kristin and Bobby said, the pickleball courts were a necessity for the town
and the growing need of the sport. I appreciate the people who have come forth with suggestions.
Mentions the event at 387 Commercial St. and the success also about the East End Waterfront Park
planning process community meeting on September 22nd at the VMCC. In addition, I would like to see if
the board is interested in meeting in-person. Thanks to all who have called in and participated.

3) New Business - Votes May Be Taken
A) Motta Field Facility Use Application- Boston LGBTQ+ Flag Football League-Votes May be
Taken
No one is present to discuss the application. The Recreation Commission discusses the event
and if there are any conflicts.
Brandon M. shares it may affect our Youth Soccer games but open to work with them and work
around.
Cathy asks about fee
Brandon M. says it would be a $500 fee.
Cathy says she would like a representative to be here before moving forward.
Brandon M will contact and inform him to be there on the 29th.

A) West End Parking Lot Access Point Discussion- Votes May be Taken
Chris M. proposes the possibility of adding additional bike racks to the West End Parking Lot. Looking to
see how the board felt and if he could get the support.
Cathy asks Chris if he has been before the bike committee. Chris shares that he is on the committee and
was looking for support amongst other boards.
Robert- We have discussed some similar aspects of the conversation. Idea that we need to pursue. The
bike racks are something we need. Interested in hearing more about the idea and putting it on the agenda
to discuss more in-depth.
Chris re-states that he is just looking for support at this time for additional bike racks and would like to
come back and further discuss.
Kristin would like more data. Believes this is more of a project and needs a local comprehensive plan.
Asks Chris if he is coming forth with this as a Bicycle Committee Member? Chris states that he will be
presenting this to the committee tomorrow.
Cathy- Looking to increase partnerships with other boards and committees in town. We would look
forward to having each other on our agendas and working together.
Chris thanks everyone.
B) Code of Conduct for Board members- Votes May be Taken
Cathy reminds the board about the code of conduct training that needs to be filled out by fellow board
members so to please complete and submit.
C) West End Pickle ball Court Discussion- Votes May be Taken
Cathy- Public comments have spoken to both sides of the issue. Things need to be adjusted and would
like to hear from board members and Brandon.
Robert- Knew we would have concerns when we started this project. Appreciates the suggestions and as
far as the sound proofing we would need planning. But for immediate results we can alter the times and
suggest the quiet paddles.
Mike Miller joins meeting at 6:25pm
Kristin- Asks Brandon M. if we have any courts or facilities that set a precedent for hours?
Brandon M. says hours are straight forward across our parks being 8am-8pm
Kristin- Asks about signs and if they suffice. Brandon M says currently no they are just laminated papers
and want to create more official ones. Also states again that this shows the importance of having courts at
Motta Field.
Cathy catches Mike Miller up in the discussion
Mike Miller is not surprised about the discussion. Understands the noise complaint and gets both sides.
Having the option for silent paddles is unrealistic and it will not happen. I think if we want to remedy this,
the easiest solution would be doing it indoors. Brings up the idea for planning Motta Field. Possibly
contacting other towns to discuss these problems and see what other towns are doing.

Cathy asks Brandon to review what pickleball courts we have in town-. Brandon Motta shares two at West
End, two striped at Motta Field with a third coming next week, one siped at the VMCC with no net and
looking to possibly stripe the back half of the court at the East End.
Kristin asks how long we have had pickleball courts in town. Brandon Motta says it is pretty new in town.
Kristin would like to hold off on building anything and too soon to make decisions and wait for what usage
looks like in the winter.
Krisitn thinks a signage change would be a great start and would have been done anyway and watch for
usage in September.
Cathy agrees. Robert does as well. Robert was curious about who people could call to enforce the rules.
In addition to signage, Cathy asks if we want to change the hours.
Robert says 9-5pm would work for him and appease the neighbors
Kristin is not for limiting the hours. Asks Brandon about the counter for gates at the skate park and if they
are available for using at the courts.
Mike- is not in favor of limiting hours. People work and like to go play after work. Reminds everyone that
now that summer is over a lot of people have left. And think this is something we do proper
communication with the abutteres and let them know we are working on it.
Kristin and Mike discuss the indoor possibilities for pickleball.
Robert says we could deflect the people who get there after 5 to use the other courts. I Do not think a sign
would be enough.
Cathy and Mike agree and suggest getting a portable net for the community center.
Cathy asks for a motion.
Kristin is not ready for a change of hours.
Kristin motions to create signage that ask for courtesy and in consideration of neighbors that after X hour
to use another court
Mike Miller seconds
Robert would like to start with signage and put this on another agenda for more discussion.
Cathy puts the signage to a vote
4-0-0
D) Fall & Winter Recreation Programming- Votes May be Taken
Brandon Motta gives an update on where we have been over the summer. Indoor yoga has been going
on 4 days a week and as well as Stretch & Tone.
After School program and fall Youth Soccer has started.
Round Robin tournament will also be taking place with our tennis/pickleball instructor.
Indoor basketball will also begin.

We are also looking for instructors online
Caroline and I are also looking into the Greet n’ treat event and how we can do it in-person again
outdoors and Breakfast with Santa with PTA.
Cathy asks about the date of the Halloween event, October 29th with a rain date of October 28th and the
second week of December for Breakfast with Santa.
Kristin asks about hosting a party for adults. Brandon Motta shares that we do not have the staffing to do
something like that.
Robert and Mike thank Brandon.
Cathy asks about coaches for soccer. Brandon Motta says soccer numbers are low this year amongst all
lower cape towns. More kids are looking for competitive sports. We will be fielding a 5/6th grade team.

4) Sub Committee Reports: Votes May be Taken
A) 387 Commercial St. Planning Update
-Working Group Configuration- Cathy shares that The Working group has a situation where a member is
no longer on a committee they have been representing. The member has been attending regularly and
Brandon and I wanted to bring forth the information to the commission to see if they want to bring in
another member who has not been involved in the process or keep the person who has been on.
Kristin shares that this is not an official board so she is in support of the member staying on the working
group.
Robert suggests keeping the member who has been on the board for continuity as his first choice. But
asks what the working groups recommendation would be. Cathy says they would like to keep the
continuity as well.
Brandon Motta says to change hands would not be ideal and is not in favor of making the change but the
Harbor committee may think otherwise but it is ultimately up to the Recreation Commission.
Kristin moves to keep Elise Cozzi on the Working Group.
Mike seconds
Cathy amends the motion to state that in addition the Harbor committee does not need to send another
representative
Mike seconds
4-0-0.
The board discusses the Swim for Life Event and would like to circle back.
B) Skate Park Subcommittee Report:
Kristin shares that not much progress has been made in regards to the skate park, but more
information is coming out about the Police station. Kristin says there was a date to meet and John
was not available but a meeting will happen sooner than later.

5) Old Business:
Motta Field Subcommittee Report :
Cathy would like to start making progress on this group and believes we are on board with the letter going
to the committees. The hold up was about the abutter’s and the next step is Brandon Motta will bring the
letter to the Town Manager and see if he has any suggestions and how to select the abutter’s .
6) Directors Report:
A) East End Waterfront Park Stairs- Votes May be Taken
The stairs have been put in just in time for the Swim for Life event. The DPW did a great job with the
platform. In the event of a storm they can also be taken out. This is not a permanent solution but it is an
interim solution. We have received good feedback other than the lone about little dogs not being able to
get up.
Cathy asks about how often we plan to remove them. Brandon says it will be good practice to remove
them more often than not, especially in the winter.
Cathy asks about the allotted budget with the saints. Brandon states we were on budget and made out
pretty well. All together it cost about $6,0000.00.

B) VMCC Business Hours – Votes May be Taken
The VMCC is now back to business hours. 9-5pm but work back into later nights. Does not envision open
til 8pm 4 days a week like in the past but definitely a couple weeks.

8) Other: Other matters that may legally come before the board not known at the time of posting - Votes
May be Taken
Cathy asks about in-person meetings at VMCC. Brandon Motta says it is at the discretion of the board but
a logistical thing from him and the IT to get a virtual component. Brandon is fine either way.
Approval of August 11th , 2021 Minutes
Robert motions as written
Kristin seconds
4-0-0
9. Tentative Meeting Schedule
September 29th
October 13th and the 27th if needed.
Meeting adjourned
Kristin motions
Mike Seconds

7:23pm

Brandon Motta
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

LOURDES RODRIGUEZ <lrodno@aol.com>
Monday, September 13, 2021 3:14 PM
Brandon Motta
Caroline T. Thompson; Alex Morse
Pickle ball

We are Provincet own residents and live in the West End, very close to pickle ball courts on Nickerson St.
We just discovered pickle ball this summer thanks to the free lessons offered by the town in Motta Field. It has been an
awesome activity for recreation, exercise, being outside in the open air, and for socializing. We use the courts on
Nickerson several times a week. They are awesome. We have met a lot of nice people and have played with a lot of
different players both residents and visitors. The atmosphere has been collegial, friendly, and encouraging to new
players. More than one visitor has complimented how wonderful the courts are. We are truly in favor of these courts.
We are also neighbors of the courts, and yes, we hear the courts from our home. We appreciate that for neighbors that
hear the courts really loudly, the noise can be a nuisance. That has been the case with many communities around the
country.
We understand that the meeting of Recreation board on September 15 will be addressing this issue. As you address
this, we are hoping you will hear from all sides.
We agree that the issue of noise should be addressed and that the needs of players, in terms of accessibility and number
of courts in town should be addressed as well.
Change of hours in co urts - many people go to play before and after work, so changing start hours to later than 8 or
earlier than 6 will definitely negatively affect that group. We believe that should be taken into consideration.
Use of different paddles - this look like a real easy thing to consider for most. Can't imagine players would be against this
proposal.
Acoustifence - we are aware that this a solution that a lot of communities across the country have adopted. From what
we have read, this works well most places. It makes sense for the town to explore this idea and consider it seriously.
Most of us live in close quarters in Provincetown. Sometimes needs of neighbors would appear to be opposite, like if
one wins the other loses. But we believe that if approached correctly and if we hear all sides, some solutions that we all
can live with can be reached. We encourage all of us to aim for that.
Thank you .
Lourdes Rodriguez and Diane Sidorowicz
25 Tremont Street
Sent from my iPad

Brandon Motta
From:
Sent:

Cc:

Pike Design <pikedesignbuild@gmail.com>
Tuesday, September 14, 2021 6:38 PM
Brandon Motta; Caroline T. Thompson; Alex Morse
Carey Paul

Subject:

pickle ball noise in the West End

To:

Dear Brandon , Caroline and Alex:
The conversion of the basketball courts on Nickerson Street to 2 new pickle ball courts
has drastically impacted our neighborhood. We live between Tremont and Bradford
streets and the volume of noise that the game generates so close to our home is constant
and impossible to ignore.
The high pitched clapping noise of the wooden paddles is loud and is amplified by the
nearby buildings. The close proximity of the courts to the surrounding homes in the dense
historic neighborhood means that the noise echoes off of the buildings and creates a kind
of amplified constant clacking sound from all directions throughout the neighborhood.
The West End is valued for its quaint historic streets and architecture as well as its peace
and quiet despite all of the activity throughout the busy summer season. We have coexisted for decades with the joyful sounds of the playground and the basketball courts.
They are an integral part of the neighborhood along with restaurants, bakeries, small
stores and guest houses. It is truly a wonderful neighborhood in every sense of the word.
We have been happy homeowners here for 18 years.
With all due respect to the players who enjoy the game, this location of the pickle ball
courts - in such a dense residential setting - is inappropriate based on the constant noise
and the volume of noise that it generates.
Two pickle ball courts doubles the amount of noise and playing doubles, doubles the noise
again. Sometimes the exuberance of the players gets loud also and creates additional
disturbance for those of us not actually playing the game!
The noise generated is constant and impossible to ignore. It makes it difficult to enjoy the
outdoors and sometimes it seems even louder from inside the house if even a single
window is open.
It can be difficult or impossible to work from home without closing all of the doors and
windows in order to reduce the noise to a manageable level.
Good weather means that the courts stay occupied all day long. Sometimes we enjoy a
brief respite of silence between games and sometimes it is constant back-to-back-to-back
games.

Silence is now the exception and the sound of pickle ball is the norm. That was never the
case with basketball which is much quieter than pickle ball.
It seems like a fair expectation to enjoy normal peace and quiet in a residential
neighborhood. We should not have to wait until dark or for a rainy day just to not hear
pickle ball.
We are also landlords to a full-time year-round resident and we feel the need to support
our tenant as well who is directly impacted as someone who lives and works full time in a
residence very close to these courts as well.
The current pickle ball situation has changed the character of the neighborhood and the
quality of life. Most days the games begin at 8 am and continue throughout the day until
dark. Sometimes it is intermittent, sometimes constant. Unfortunately the noise is just too
loud and too constant. It is impossible to avoid - indoors and out.
We believe that there should be no pickle ball played before 10 am or after 6 pm at this
location. Sundays should be an off-day for residents to enjoy some peace and quiet for at
least one full day each week.
There are other locations in town where courts exist or could be installed that would be
less impactful to nearby residents. These locations should be utilized more in order to
eliminate the burden on populated neighborhoods.
If there are any ways to make the game quieter with equipment or sound barriers these
should be implemented as well.
Thank you for your consideration and thank you for the continued good work!
Barry Pike
Paul Carey

25 Tremont Street
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Dear Brandon, Caroline, and Alex,
I am a 27-year resident of Provincetown. I purchased my condo at The

Willows in 1994. I wanted to be in the west end because it was so quiet
and serene, and within walking distance to everything. Not to mention
that the views of the bay from my roof deck are breathtaking.
My first child was born in 1996, and having the Chelsea Earnest
playground only a few hundred feet from my front door was a
Godsend. As my first son grew and my other son was born, we spent
more and more time at the basketball courts. That is where they
learned how to play basketball - something they both love. We would
play pick-up games. In fact, my younger son grew to be 6'7" tall and
now plays college basketball.
Over the past few years, I have spent more and more time in
Provincetown fulfilling my original goal of being here more than in NYC.
It has been something I have devoted myself to for the past three
decades. But unfortunately, the serenity and peace I counted on has
now been drowned out by the loud and intrusive sounds of 12 hours a
day of pickleball. I'm not only referring to the constant loud noise of the
ball hitting the paddle, but also the screaming and yelling after each
and every point. I have an apartment in NYC on Amsterdam Avenue, a

major thoroughfare for buses, ambulances, police cars, fire trucks, and
it is quieter there than in my home here in P-town. This is not okay.
I am also a performer here who works at night, and I wake up every
single morning - sometimes before 8:00AM to A LOT of noise. I have
had to shut all of my windows and doors multiple times to do radio and
television interviews from my own home.

I am not a bitter person who wants to stop people from having fun . I
have used that playground for many years and I'm sure I made noise for

the hour or so I was there, as did so many others who used it in its
previous state. This is not that. This is constant. Non-stop. And it's no
way to live.
I am asking for there to be a rule that only quiet paddles are permitted.

There was an ordinance that was just passed in Florida stating just that.
Signs should be posted asking players to be respectful of the neighbors
and to keep noise to a minimum. Play should not begin until 9AM.
Perhaps there should be one day per week where the pickle ball isn't
permitted . The least you could do is to invest in a sound barrier - there
are many to choose from.
I find it curious that the basketball courts were neglected for years, the
hoops are long overdue for a replacement, t he fence surrounding the
kids' playground is disintegrating, and yet there was enough money to
invest in redoing the grounds, paint ing and buying nets so that people
could play pickleball.
Many people in my residential neighborhood who have lived here for
years are considering moving. I hope the value of their property isn't
negatively affected by this new state of affairs, but I have heard that it
already has.
I invite you to come to my home and try to get work done during the
day, meditate, or better yet, try to get a good night's sleep.
Thank you,
Judy Gold
25 Tremont Street
Unit Fl

Brandon Motta
From:
Sent:

Kate Moira Ryan <katemoiraryan@gmail.com>
Saturday, September 4, 2021 8:1 4 AM

To:

Brandon M otta; Caroline T. Thompson; Alex Morse

Subject:

Re: Pickle Ball Noise/Courts on Nickerson Street

Dear Recreation Committee of Provincetown:
My name is Kate Moira Ryan. My partner, Ainsley Burke, and I own the small house adjacent to the new
pickleball courts on Nickerson Street. Our legal address is 12 Cottage Street #3. I have owned the home since
2008. My son, Timothy , grew up here and spent many hours at the playground and attended West End Racing
Club every summer. We also spent hours shooting hoops on the neglected basketball courts.
When the courts were being renovated in the spring, I was excited, and I am glad they are being put to good
use by the community. However, the courts are in non-stop service from 8 am to 8 pm all day long. And all day
long, I hear incessant shouting, cursing , and even screaming from the courts. I work from my house as an
online teacher, and I am also a writer; while I do not need absolute silence, I would like to use my patio to
work. My partner is also a psychologist, so I cannot be in the house because of HIPPA laws when she is doing
sessions, so I do have to work on the patio. That's why I am asking if some rules of use and commonsense
solutions could make them sound more manageable.
The first is a good neighbor policy.
Large signs should be posted about being about yelling , screaming, cursing, etc. Ours is a residential area,
and the noise being generated from the courts is unacceptable. While I appreciate people are raring to play,
could the start time be moved to 9 am on the weekends? When boot camp was run out of the basketball court,
it did not start until 9 am. Yes, that was a loud group, but it did not start at 8 am.
Sign up online
More often than not, these courts are filled up with players playing, players waiting to play, players waiting
outside the fence. Sometimes on the weekends or late afternoons, there are 20 or 30 people there. Having
signup online would mitigate this issue and help with the shouting from the waiting players.
Sound Barrier on Nickerson
Tennis courts have sound barriers. A company called Acoustiblok makes barriers specifically designed for
pickleball which would dull the thwacking sound of the balls.
I think it is great people are exercising and using the courts. (I even bought a set of racquets), but if we can
make this neighbor-friendly, that would be great.
I appreciate your consideration .
Sincerely,
Kate Moira Ryan and Ainsley Burke
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Brandon Motta
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Michael Murphy <mmurphy@brandiq.biz>
Tuesday, August 31, 2021 10:03 AM
Brandon Motta
Chris Kennen
Pickleball Courts
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Hello Ptown Leaders,
I want to thank you for your leadership and vision for adding the Pickleball Courts on Nickerson.
My husband and I have been coming to Ptown for 18 years each summer from Los Angeles.
We are always trying to come up with things to do during the day. This year we looked at month to see if there
was any Pickleball in Ptown. We were so happy to see that you had added it .
Since you have it, we ordered rackets and brought them with is. Over the last 3 days we have gone each
morning and we're welcomed to courts full of players who were very happy to teach newbies and people of all
levels how to play.

I have loved that there are young people in the 20's playing with people like us in our 50's as well as people in
their 70's.
The community has set up a really great queing system with a bench so that all get to play.
It is nice to have social and inclusive activities beyond socializing at the bars.
We sti ll have another 10 days, so we look forward to the exercise, the building of our skills and mostly all the
amazing new friends we are making on the courts
You may not have envisioned how those courts would build community, but it does.We have met res idents,

vacationers and people employed for the summer. The courts have provided access of these amazing benefits to
ALL.
Bravo PTown. Pickleball = Community =Wellness. Add more courts and you will get a great ROI.
With High Praise of your vision,
Mike Murphy
3527 Crestmont Ave.
Los Angeles, Can 90026

Get Outlook for Android

Monday September 13, 2021
John George/ Peter Maye
25 Tremont Street
Unit G-1
Provincetown, MA 02657
Re: Pickleball Courts on Nickerson Street
To the Provincetown Department of Recreation:
John George and Peter Maye are writing to you to express concerns over the noise at the
pickleball court on Nickerson Street. We have been Provincetown homeowners since 2004
purchasing our home at The Willows Condominium adjacent to the children's playground and
basketball court. This West End Neighborhood is known as a quiet residential haven close to
town and beaches. As our son grew up, we enjoyed the playground and use of the basketball
court so we appreciate and benefit from town recreational amenities.
The pandemic changed many things. Among them was where we work. No longer needing to
go to an office, I shifted to work from home spending many hours on conference calls, video
calls, and completing work assignments. This year, the constant noise of the pickleball matches
and loud player chatter has been and continues to be distracting to say the least. On most
days, players start at 8:00 am and continue until sunset. When both courts are in use and when
doubles are played, the noise increases exponentially.
We believe the town created an unnecessary negative impact to the surrounding area by
adding the pickleball courts. Most recreational sports of similar types are located in townmaintained facilities like Motta Field and believe the courts should be relocated there.
At a minimum, if the pickleball courts cannot be relocated, we would like the town to add the
following and update the policies of use:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Reduce the hours of use Monday - Friday
Reduce the number of players and matches using the courts at the same time
Install sound absorbing wall mats around the entire parameter
Require less noisy paddles
Post signs indicating that player chatter be kept to a minimum

We are not alone in this concern. Many neighbors have expressed similar concerns. We
appreciate your review and consideration of these ideas and hope that changes can be made.
Thank you .
John George/ Peter Maye

