
 

Select Board Minutes Regular February 24, 2020 6:00 PM       Page 1 
 
 

 TOWN OF PROVINCETOWN – SELECT BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING 

FEBRUARY 24, 2019, 6:00 PM 
TOWN HALL – JUDGE WELSH ROOM 

  
Chair Abramson convened the open meeting at 6:00 pm noting the following: 
Select Board attending: Chair David Abramson, Vice Chair Robert Anthony, Members John Golden, Lise King 
and Louise Venden 
Excused:  
Other attendees: Town Manager Robin L Craver, Assistant Town Manager David Gardner and Select Board 
Secretary Elizabeth Paine 
Recorder: Elizabeth Paine 
 
Consent Agenda – Approval without objection required for the following items: 

A. Treasurer Transfer – as Commissioners of the Special Purpose Gift Fund approve the use of gifted funds 
to pay $545.00 to Motorola (previously paid from 18ATM Article #10-1, Fire Department Radios) for 
expenses related to the replacement of Fire Department pagers lost in a fire on November 21, 2019. 

B. Approve the Parade Application Permit submitted by James Morgrage on behalf of Harbor to the Bay 
18th Annual Harbor to the Bay AIDS Benefit Bike Ride to be held on Saturday, September 26, 2020.  

C. Approve the Parade Application Permit submitted by Susan Pesaturo on behalf of Pan Mass Challenge’s 
annual charity bike ride to be held Sunday, August 2, 2020. 

D. Approve the Parade Application Permit submitted by Susan Avellar on behalf of the Provincetown 
Portuguese Festival’s annual Portuguese Festival Parade to be held on Saturday, June 27, 2020.  

E. Approve the Parade Application Permit submitted by Susan Avellar on behalf of the Provincetown 
Portuguese Festival’s annual Blessing of the Fleet Procession to be held on Sunday, June 28, 2020.  

F. Approve the Parade Application Permit submitted by Bob Sanborn on behalf of the Provincetown Business 
Guild’s annual Sashay to Tea Dance to be held on Saturday, June 6, 2020. 

G. Approve the Parade Application Permit submitted by Bob Sanborn on behalf of the Provincetown Business 
Guild’s 42nd annual Carnival Parade to be held on Thursday, August 20, 2020.  

H. Approve the Parade Application Permit submitted by Hadley Luddy on behalf of the Homeless Prevention 
Council, Inc.’s annual HPC Walk for Home to be held on Saturday, June 6, 2020. 

I. Approve the appointment of alternate member Jeffery Mulliken to regular member on the Planning Board 
with a term to expire on  

J. Approve the appointment of alternate member Susan G. Peskin to regular member on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals with a term to expire on  

K. Approve the execution of the Verizon Wireless Lease Amendment for Winslow 2 Tank per the 
recommendation of the Town Manager.  

L. Zoning Bylaw amendment referral to the Planning Board. 
M. Direct the Chair to send a letter of support for the Provincetown Art Association and Museum for their 

application for the Massachusetts Preservation Projects Funds  
N. Authorize the Town Manager to enter into the contract between the Town of Provincetown and 

Environmental Partners for the final design and bid document preparations for the Knowles Crossing 
Water Distribution Garage. 
 

Without objection Chair Abramson waived the reading of the consent items and without further 
objection declared the consent agenda approved.  
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1. Public Statements – Three (3) minutes maximum. Select Board Members do not respond during public 

statements 
 Pat Miller – President of the PTHA – Town voted on allowing part time residents can sit as alternates on 

the Finance Committee. The Moderator, as the appointing authority, did not want to appoint the part-time 
resident. On February 10th, FINCOM met, a member motioned to appoint the part-time resident. Now 
FINCOM wants to amend the charter to exclude part-time residents to not allow them on FINCOM. Optics 
look like the mediator violated charter by no appointing the part-timer, the optics also looks like there is 
little to trust. Asking Board to explain how the story is fair and done in the best interest of the entire 
community. Part-timers bring diversity. 

 Randy Jansen – Here to urge the town to set up a planning meeting with Police Chief, Fire Chief and 
local medical personal to start planning when the Coronavirus comes to Provincetown.  

 Laura Rood – Would like to speak to some of the things I am seeing happening when people are going 
out right to the warrant. I think it is a bad president to go outside of the chain of command, to encourage 
people that if they have a difference of opinion, to bring it to the board and not to bring it to warrant and 
special town meeting.  

 Chip Capelli – FINCOM member – we motioned for the charter change because the FINCOM is a 
statutory board and that is not included in the charter.  
 

2. Select Board Member’s Opening Statements – (Votes may be taken) 
 Louise Venden – Thank the people who came forward with public comments. I hope we can continue to 

improve communication between part-time residents. Although there have been differences we do need 
everyone at the table as we are all members of the community. Thank you Randy, as this is something we 
need to plan for, this is something we need to take a look at. We will be meeting later with the YRMRRHT, 
thank Michelle J for all the hard work she has done as well.  

 John Golden – I agree with Louise, the weather in our favor recently and the streets are busy. Let’s get 
ready for summer.  

 Robert Anthony – Also agree with Louise’s comment, we still have a full plate this board has to deal 
with, Police Station, fire needs, Housing, and I appreciate what Louise said, I know we are going to be 
prepared and handle it well.  

 Lise King – I appreciated the comments I saw online about the Coronavirus and I have complete 
confidence between our health department and our emergency management department, we will be 
prepared. Thank you for everyone who is showing up to speak and participate in the democratic process.  

 David Abramson – I will reserve my comments until the end of the meeting.  
 

3. Appointments (none) 
 
4. Public Hearings  

A. Continued from January 13, 2020 - Pole Hearing – Application by Jessica Elder on behalf of 
Eversource Energy requesting permission to install 1,150’ (feet) of conduit and 7 Man Holes in the 
town road beginning on Rt 6 W to Race Point Road, Provincetown. At the following locations: US 
Rt 6W to Race Point Road, Provincetown  

 
Jessica Elder presented the request. Eversource will be installing a conduit line along Rt 6 to Race Point Road.  
 
Public Comments: None 
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a 1,115’ of conduit and 4 Man holes in the town road beginning on Rt 6 W to Race Point Road, 
Provincetown.  
Motion: Louise Venden 
Seconded: John Golden  
Vote: 5-0-0. 

 
5. Joint Meeting/Presentations/Requests – (Votes may be taken on the following items): 

A. Cape Light Compact - provide updates about green communities, power supply offerings, and 2020 
energy efficiency programs and rebates. 

 
Maggie Downing, Administrator of Cape Light Compact. Giving a brief update to the Board on what has been 
going on. Thank you for your appointment of Nathan Mayo, he has been a great addition to our committee as 
well as David Gardner who has been your alternate for year. Ms. Downing gave a brief overview of the energy 
efficient program that Cape Light Compact has been running. Cape Light Compact worked with the Town 
last year on three projects at the Fire House, the Old Provincetown Library and Macmillan Wharf. Looking 
to partner with towns to do a blitz of energy efficient measures, last year they worked with Oaks Bluffs. Ms. 
Downing also reviewed current residential rebates available to the public as well as energy efficient audits 
they will do for residents.  
 
B. Joint Meeting with the Visitor Services Board – Presentation of VSB Grant Recommendations  
Chair Jay Gurewitsch, Vice Chair Regina Cassidy and member Rick Murray was present at the meeting along 
with Tourism Director Anthony F and Assistant Director Nina Cantor. Mr. Gurewirsch went over the process 
of evaluating the grant applications and gave the board the VSB’s recommendations. The Select Board 
thanked Staff and the VSB for their presentation.  
 

 
MOVE that the Select Board vote to approve $178,827 of funding from the Tourism Fund for the 
following FY 2021 Tourism Event and Matching Marketing Grants as recommended by the Visitor 
Services Board.  
Motion: John Golden  
Seconded: Louise Venden 
Vote: 5-0-0. 

 
C. Joint Meeting with the Year Round Market Rate Rental Housing Trust – 
 
Chair Nathan Butera, Louise Venden, Doug Cliggot and Kevin Mooney called the YRMRRHT to order at 
6:44 pm. Community Housing Specialist & Grant Administrator Michelle Jarusiewicz was also present.  
 
Mr. B gave a brief recap on what has happened with the property over the last three years. Currently the 
project is 70% occupied. The past year the priority has been getting the renovations completed and getting the 
building occupied. The Trust continues to evaluate opinions for a sustainable annual funding.  At Annual 
Town meeting we will present an article to get us through FY21. Moving beyond FY21 we will need to 
identify a funding option, we have a consulting who will be coming and looking at the project. Staff and the 
two boards discussed the implications of the two warrant articles being presented on the Special and Annual 
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Town Warrant. The warrant articles create funding for FY2021 and FY2022. The boards will be to consider 
permanent funding sources.  
 
MOVE that the Select Board vote to co-sponsor funding request articles in the April 2020 Special Town 
Meeting and the 2020 Annual Town Meeting in support of year round community housing units at 
Harbor Hill and in support of the Annual Town-wide goal to develop and manage year round housing 
at Harbor Hill. 
Motion: Lise King 
Seconded: Robert Anthony 
Vote: 4-0-0  
 
D. Discuss Provincetown Business Guild request to paint Rainbow Crosswalks in town. 
 
Rick Murray presented on behalf of the PBG. Members Venden and King thanked the PBG for their work 
with town staff and the organizers of the Portuguese Festival and returning with a compromised location.  
 
Move that the Select Board vote to [approve][deny] the request from the Provincetown Business Guild 
to accent 2 pedestrian crosswalks at one location, in the middle of Lopes Square between the Coffee Pot 
and the Provincetown Chamber of Commerce.  
Motion: John Golden  
Seconded: Robert Anthony  
Vote: 5-0-0.  

 
E. Discuss Jay Critchely’s VFW Proposal 
 
Mr. Critchely is requesting to use the VFW building as an art exhibit to allow the public to come in and honor 
the significance of this building. We are a community in transition, the building is an iconic building because 
of what the building is about. This is a way to say goodbye to the building. The building will be darkened, we 
will provide hand held lights and this will allow people to have a mediated experience. The Board thanked 
Mr. Critchely for his presentation.  
 
Move that the Select Board vote to [approve][deny] the request from the Provincetown Community 
Compact use of the former VFW building. 
Motion: John Golden  
Seconded: Lise King 
Vote: 5-0-0 
 
F. Discuss draft MOU between Provincetown, Truro, Wellfleet and Eastham to pursue the 

development of an inter-municipal shoreline management plan. – Environmental Planner Timothy 
Famulare.  

 
Environmental Planner Timothy Famulare present to give an update to the Select Board on what the 
committee has done since the last time he presented in November. They are meeting monthly. He reviewed 
the substance of the MOA and asked the board if they had any comments or input. Members Venden and 
King thanked Mr. Famulare for his work on this project.  
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MOVE that the Select Board vote to authorize the Town Manager, in consultation with Town counsel, 
to finalize the draft Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”) Among the Towns of Provincetown, Truro, 
Wellfleet, and Eastham to Pursue the Development of an Inter-Municipal Shoreline Management Plan 
and return the MOA to the Select Board for execution.  
Motion: Louise Venden 
Seconded: Lise King 
Vote: 5-0-0 

 
G. Pilgrims’ First Landing Park – Indigenous Peoples Commemorative Stone Paver update.  
 
Town Manager Craver – you have the PFLP design come before the board and had a conversation about the 
paver and staff spoke about how to handle this as a plan B. I think it is important to acknowledge indigenous 
people. We have talked about three projects; PFLP, Bas Relief and a future site. The language that was 
provided was given to me by Dr. David Weidner. Ms. King thanks Ms. Craver for solicitation the language 
and told the board about the submitting by Ms. Himmelreich.  
 
Move that the Select Board vote to direct the Town Manager to execute a contract with Jennifer 
Himmelreich.  
Motion: Louise Venden  
Seconded: Robert Anthony 
Vote: 5-0-0 
 
 
Move that the Select Board vote approve the language   
 
We, the Town of Provincetown, acknowledge the Wampanoag people of the past and of the present,  
and their heritage and continuance as the indigenous peoples of this land. 
 
While we cannot undo the mistakes of the past, we have a responsibility and opportunity 
to acknowledge them and work toward a continually better future. 
 
for the Pilgrim’s First Landing Park stone paver and Bas Relief plaque.  
Motion: Lise King 
Seconded: Louise Venden  
Vote: 5-0-0. 
 
H. Insertion of Articles for the April 6, 2020, Annual & Special Town Meeting Warrant pursuant to 

the Provincetown Charter c. 2§ 3(b) 
 
Town Manager Craver reviewed the Special Town Meeting Warrant as well as the Annual Town Meeting 
Warrant articles.  
 
MOVE that the Select Board vote to insert the following article: 1-11, into the April 6, 2020, Special 
Town Meeting Warrants. 
Motion: Louise Venden  
Seconded: John Golden  
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Vote: 5-0-0 
 
 
MOVE that the Select Board vote to insert the following article: 1-34, into the April 6, 2020, Annual 
Town Meeting Warrants. 
Motion: Louise Venden  
Seconded: John Golden 
Vote: 5-0-0 
 

 
6. Town Manager Administrative Matters – Topics to include but not limited to: (Votes May be taken on 

the following items) 
 

1. Staff Biweekly updates 
 
Town Manager Robin Craver gave the Select Board an update on administrative matters. The Tourism 
Department have received an application for a Film production to come into town. Seasonal positions are now 
open and applications being accepted. If people are interested in looking at those, the information is available on 
the website. Early voting is now occurring. Senior of the Year nominations are now being accepted. The work at 
the VMCC roof is expected to begin this week and the VFW is being cleared out in anticipation of demolition. 
Staff have been working on epidemic and pandemic with the State for many years. The Health department has a 
plan in place in accordance with the CDP. We are having conversation about expanding our volunteers for our 
shelters. Staff is working on the Climate Action committee and will be presented that at the March 9th meeting. 
Cyber security has been a topic for several weeks and MIS is looking at implementing new tools to further protect 
our technology.  
 
7. Minutes - (Votes May Be Taken) 

1. January 27, 2020 6 pm 
2. February 10, 2020 5 pm 
 

 
Move that the Select Board approve the minutes of: 
 
January 27, 2020  6 pm        (Regular) [  ] as printed   [ x ] with changes so noted 
February 10, 2020  6 pm        (Regular) [  ] as printed   [ x ] with changes so noted 
 
Motion: John Golden  
Seconded: Louise Venden  
Vote:5-0-0 
 
8. Select Board Closing Matters - Topics to Include but not limited to: (Votes May be taken on the 

following items) 
1. Pending Items List 

 
 Louise Venden – Thank you for all your hard work, I have heard nothing but good things. Also thank you 

to David Gardner and Josee for handling the bulk of preparing for the budget.  
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 John Golden – I reflect Louise’s comments.  
 Robert Anthony – I also reflect Louise’s comment. 
 Lise King – Thank you for all your support on putting together a comprehensive presentation on the 

plaque.  
 David Abramson – Thank you for all the staff’s hard work. And as the Town Manager said, staff will be 

putting this into the emergency management plan.  
 
Without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 pm 
 
Minutes transcribed by:  Elizabeth Paine 


