
 

PROVINCETOWN  
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

TOWN HALL AUDITORIUM 
July 8, 2014 
5:00 P.M. 

 
 

Members Present: Dennis Minsky, David Hale, Lynne Martin and Barbara Prato. 
Members Absent: Mark Irving (excused). 
Others Present: Brian Carlson (Conservation Agent) and Ellen C. Battaglini (Recording 

Secretary). 
 
Chair Dennis Minsky called the Public Hearing to order at 5:12 P.M. 
 
Request for Determination of Applicability:  
Application by Town of Provincetown, Conservation Commission for a Determination of 
Applicability under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. c. 131, §40 and the 
Provincetown Wetlands By-Law, Chapter 12. The applicant seeks approval for site work to 
include the creation of a walking trail at the property located at 53 Snail Road in Provincetown. 
Presentation: Brian Carlson reviewed the project, which involves the building of a walking trail 
by Americorps Cape Cod off an existing trail in Foss Woods.  Brush on the site will be removed, 
no trees will be removed. The width of the path will be 3-4’. MESA determined that the project 
would not result in a ‘take’ of state-listed rare species. Dennis explained that the trail follows a 
contour of land along a ridgeline to the highest point and then comes down and around in a loop 
and includes a spur that goes off to a clearing. He said that if the Town has open spaces, access 
to the public should be available whenever feasible and not a detriment to the land. He felt that 
this was a moderate proposal.  
Commission Discussion: The Commission discussed the trail, including maintenance and 
monitoring issues.  
Lynne Martin moved to grant a Negative #3 Determination for site work to include the 
creation of a walking trail at the property located at 53 Snail Road, with the conditions that 
the trail be no more than 3’ wide, that no trees be removed in the cutting of the trail and that 
the trail does not include the proposed spur, Dennis Minsky seconded and it was so voted, 3-0-
1 (Barbara Prato abstaining). 
 
Lynne Martin said that the Commission should formulate a maintenance plan and schedule for its 
conservation land. That way the Dept. of Public Works would be able to implement it. In 
addition, she suggested that each Commissioner could be a kind of steward for a different piece 
of conservation property and report back occasionally to the Commission about its condition. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Barbara Prato moved to adjourn at 5:31 P.M. and it was so voted 
unanimously. 
 
These minutes were approved by a vote of the Conservation Commission at their meeting on 
___________________, 2014 
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Respectfully submitted,  
Ellen C. Battaglini 
 
Approved by ________________________________ on _____________, 2014 
Dennis Minsky, Chair 


