
Recycling and Renewable Energy Committee -- Minutes 
March 19, 2014 at 10am 
Caucus Hall Meeting Room, Provincetown Town Hall 
 
Agenda:  
1. Approve Meeting Minutes  
2. Plastic Bag Ban/ Town Meeting Warrants 
3. Trash Can Project  
4. Board of Health March 6th Meeting  
5. Textile Recycling  
6. Set Date for Next Meeting  
7. Any other business that shall come before the board that could not be anticipated  
within the 48 hour minimum posting requirements of the Open Meeting Law 
 
Meeting called to order at 10:00am.  Members present were Laura Ludwig, Elise Cozzi, Lydia 
Hamnquist and Susanalice Musall, and Eric Larsen and David Gardner, staff; Carla Anderson, 
Jen Rumpza, and Tracey Primavera had excused absences.   
 
Elise moved to approve the minutes from the 3/5/14 meeting; Lydia seconded and all were in 
favor.   
 
Plastic Bag Ban – At Town Meeting on April 7-9, we will hand out information about the Plastic 
Bag Reduction By-law that is Article 22 on the Town Meeting Warrant.   We will revise it to fit 
on one page and get it to David, who will prepare it for Town Meeting.  Laura will get it to him 
by Friday 3/21. 
 
Elise moved to recommend our Article to Town Meeting on April 7th; Susanalice seconded and 
all were in favor.  Laura will present the RREC report at Town Meeting, David will help us make 
it all go smoothly. 
 
Lydia recently spoke to a member of the Wellfleet Recycling Committee about coordinating an 
effort to reduce plastic bags in all Outer Cape towns.  We will stay in touch w/ the other towns as 
we move forward. 
 
There was discussion about “compostable/biodegradable plastics”.  We decided to put together a 
list of talking points to be prepared for questions at Town Meeting. 
 
Recycling Containers -- Eric wanted to know what day we wanted to begin selling the recycling 
container stickers.  The language is ready to be included in the Health code, restricting the 
container size to 32-gallons.  Elise drafted a press release which will be submitted this week, so 
we will choose May 1 as a start date for the sticker sales.  Eric and Elise will make sure the 
stickers get to the Transfer Station.  The funds from the stickers will go into General Funds. 
 
David reported that the Town got their new big blue recycling bins today.  They will be 
distributed between VMCC and Town Hall.  The reason for purchasing wheeled bins is to 
facilitate the job of the maintenance crew and increase the recycling in municipal offices. 



 
We will start applying the new replacement stickers on the green cans during April, when it’s 
warmer.  Lydia will apply them to the can outside her store. 
 
Town Meeting -- David informed us that we could take votes as a committee on any Warrant 
Articles relevant to our mandate; Article 34, a citizen petition, pertains to solar panels being 
installed on the town’s landfill or another location.  As background, David informed us that the 
installation project at the Transfer Station is moving forward.  The Town tried to do a joint 
project w/ the Cape Cod National Seashore, but their counsel prevented them from entering into 
a financial agreement w/ a municipality.  A land swap is now being considered.  State may be 
extending the Renewable Energy Credit (REC) program, so likely there will be changes in the 
next 5 years in terms of incentives, and with respect to siting an installation at the landfill. 
 
We took a vote to support the Article.  Lydia moved to support it; Laura seconded it, and both 
other members voted Aye.  Discussion included the siting (brown area, no trees taken down).   It 
would be good for Provincetown to ultimately say that it generates all its energy from renewable 
resources.  The Town currently pays NStar around $460,000/year.  The LED project will help 
with that bill; additional solar would as well.  Vote:  4-0-0.   
 
David will ask Brian to come to our next meeting to update us on the status of our Green 
Community designation, as we are half-way into that agreement and he has just generated a 
report. 
 
On the Special Town Meeting Warrant, Article 6 is relevant – feasibility study on the High 
School’s heating systems.  Lydia moved to support Article 6 of the Special Town Meeting 
Warrant; Susanalice seconded it.  Discussion ensued, where David provided all the 
background.  There is good precedent from the VMCC project, which reduced the Town’s 
energy usage by a full 10%.  David went on record to say that the Town cannot meet its 2016 
energy reduction goal of 25% without upgrading the HS.  Eric concurred that the current system 
at the HS is a “dinosaur” and needs to be updated.  The Mass School Building Authority and 
CLC will kick in a large percentage of the costs, depending on the systems installed.   Vote:  4-0-
0. 
 
Street Light Update – Lydia has been in touch with Kevin Galligan.  Installation begins in two 
weeks.  They will be using drones to take pictures of the lights before and after. 
 
Tourist Guides - Lydia has the stickers ready for the Visitor’s brochures, and she and Susanalice 
will adhere them this week. 
 
Trash Can Art – Elise offered to use her power washer to do a couple cans in the West End as a 
demonstration in place.   
 
New Business – Textile collections – Laura told the group about PlanetAid.org, which provides 
cans to communities and refunds part of the money to the town.  This idea and the monofilament 
collection idea will be pursued at a later date. 
 



Town Logo -- If the 2020 committee has worked on a logo, that should be incorporated in the 
cans and bags.  Lydia will ask David about how to get in touch w/ the committee. 
 
Next meeting on Wednesday, April 9, at 10am. 
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Laura; Elise seconded; all were in favor and meeting adjourned 
at 11:45pm. 

 


